
Wadden Sea World Heritage 
– Brand guidance



Wadden Sea World Heritage logo
The Wadden Sea World Heritage logo is a registered 
trademark and owned by the Common Wadden Sea 
Secretariat (CWSS). It is available in four languages: 
Danish, Dutch, English and German. The Wadden 
Sea World Heritage logo is the marque for our 
place branding, it should be used on all public-facing 
marketing materials, information, signage and website 
following the logo use and technical guidances. The 
organisations listed by name below are permitted 
to use the logo for all non-commercial products 
with general information about Wadden Sea World 
Heritage. Other organisations can apply for permission. 

Use of the logo in connection with any commercial or 
for profit purpose requires a license agreement and 
payment of royalties. 

Logo use and technical guidance

Organisations permitted to use the Wadden Sea World Heritage logo
1. National, regional and local authorities

DK 
– Ministries responsible for the Wadden Sea World Heritage 
– Municipalities (Varde, Esbjerg, Fanø, Tønder) 
– Danish National Park Foundation

D 
–  State and Federal Ministries responsible for the Wadden Sea 

World Heritage
– Landkreise and Gemeinden in the Wadden Sea Region 
–  National Park Authorities Wadden Sea Hamburg, Lower Saxony 

and Schleswig-Holstein

NL 
– Ministries responsible for the Wadden Sea World Heritage 
– Provinces (Noord Holland, Friesland, Groningen) 
–  Municipalities in Noord Holland, Friesland, Groningen

2. Info centres 
Wadden Sea Info-centres and nature education organisations (the 
extended IWSS network)

3. National Park Partners (Niedersachsen, Schleswig-Holstein)

4. Tourism and Marketing Organisations 
Business Region Esbjerg  
Die Nordsee GmbH 

Fryslân Marketing 
Marketing Groningen 
Marketing Texel 
Nordsee-Tourismus-Service GmbH 
Royal Dutch Touringclub ANWB 
Stichting Waddenfederatie 
Waddeneilanden- Samenwerkingsverband VAST

5. Green NGOs in the Wadden Sea region

6. Private companies with specific permission

http://www.waddensea-worldheritage.org/sites/default/files/downloads/guidelines-logo-world-heritage-2015-11-11-en_0.pdf
https://www.waddensea-worldheritage.org/resources/wadden-sea-world-heritage-logo-use-technical-guidelines


External design

Logo use and relationships with others
The Wadden Sea World Heritage logo is primarily 
intended for non-commercial information and awareness 
raising for the World Heritage site. It should always 
be placed on the bottom left of own and co-published 
publications.

Non-commercial use 
For non-commercial use, the logo can be displayed only 
in an editorial context (e.g. in a magazine/online/book 
text, calendar, photo series, presentation) in order to 
inform about and show the support for the Wadden Sea 
World Heritage.

All of the following minimum requirements must be met 
for the logo to be included in a publication:

–  CONTEXT: consists of information about the entire 
Wadden Sea World Heritage and its values

–  ATTRIBUTION: reference to the official website  
(www.waddensea-worldheritage.org)

–  NON-COMMERCIAL: not connected with or engaged 
in specific commercial products/offers/business 

Non-commercial use of the logo by a stakeholder, or as 
part of non-commercial information, generally does not 
require payment of royalties.

Commercial use – trademark licensing agreement 
Use of the logo in connection with any commercial or 
for profit purpose requires a license agreement and 
payment of royalties. If you wish to use the logo in this 
way in order to promote your goods and/or services, you 
should contact the CWSS for further information and 
conditions at info@waddensea-secretariat.org.

Inside logo
This ‘inside logo’ may be used for any type of non-
commercial printed material with information on the 
Wadden Sea World Heritage by third parties such 
as tourism organisations, hotels, eco guides, tourist 
information. This ‘inside logo’ may be placed anywhere 
on the title/front page of any printed material and 
should be detached from the publisher’s brand.

Co-publications with partners 
The Wadden Sea World Heritage logo should always 
be on the bottom left on the title page. The main 
publisher’s logo should be on the bottom right. Other 
partner logos (including the CWSS logo) should go on 
the last page in a logo soup.

Partner 
logo

With information           about

mailto:info%40waddensea-secretariat.org?subject=Wadden%20Sea%20World%20Heritage%20logo%20usage


Common Wadden Sea Secretariat (CWSS) logo
The CWSS logo is our organisational marque and should be used 
for internal communications and reports which are not widely public 
facing.  



Marketing co-operation logo
Several Interreg projects (A and B) work on the 
implementation of the trilateral Wadden Sea 
Sustainable Tourism Strategy and the World Heritage 
Strategy. To visualise this close relationship, the project 
shall use the marketing co-operation logo, containing 
the project’s logo, a clear word message (“UNITED 
FOR)” and the Wadden Sea World Heritage logo. 
The logo may be placed on co-op branded (non-
commercial) products and services according to the 
WSWH Logo Guidelines.

Marketing  
partner logo



Logo spacing

Clear space:  
Wadden Sea World Heritage logo

Clear space around the logo should equal the  
height (x2) and width of the letter ‘W from the 
Wadden Sea text as shown.

Minimum size
The logo has a minimum height of 15mm.

Clear space:  
Common Wadden Sea Secretariat  logo

Clear space around the logo should equal the  
height of the semi-circle as shown above.

Minimum size
The logo has a minimum height of 15mm.



Colours – primary brand colours

The colours shown on the right are for use in all 
Wadden Sea communications.

They can be used as bold coloured backgrounds to 
stand out on marketing materials as well as part of 
graphs and charts for designing information.

High quality photography of the Wadden Sea 
landscape, flora and fauna also add colour to  
our brand. 

Dark blue
Pantone 547

CMYK 95 9 0 85

RGB 0 48 71

Mid blue
Pantone 3015

CMYK 85 50 0 0

RGB 0 120 182 

Light blue
Pantone 298

CMYK 69 7 0 0 

RGB 0 183 229

Light blue 
(20% tint)

CMYK 14 0 0 0

RGB 216 238 250

For use as coloured 
backgrounds

Mid-grey 
CMYK 0 0 0 50

RGB 150 150 150

For minimal use as 
supporting colour 
only, such as photo 
captions. 



Colours – secondary brand colours

Yellow
Pantone 143

CMYK 2 32 91 0

RGB 246 179 50

Use this colour for 
‘traffic-light’ style 
highlighting in graphs 
and tables.

Tan
Pantone 3015

CMYK 23 56 100 7

RGB 187 120 41

Light green
Pantone 346

CMYK 56 0 54 0 

RGB 114 197 150

This colour is used 
online. It can also be 
used for‘traffic-light’ 
style highlighting in 
graphs and tables.

Light green
(20% tint)

CMYK 11 0 9 0 

RGB 227 243 234

Teal 
Pantone 7699

CMYK 84 54 35 12

RGB 52 100 127

Orange-red
Pantone 7598

CMYK 17 86 99 6

RGB 195 70 39

Use this colour for 
‘traffic-light’ style 
highlighting in graphs 
and tables.

Brown
Pantone 470

CMYK 26 71 98 15 

RGB 168 89 39

The colours shown here are for use in documents 
where more colours are required for use in charts, 
graphs and tables. 



Typefaces

Primary typeface
Our primary typeface is Houschka Alt Pro, which is a 
paid-for font. Houschka is used on marketing materials, 
signage and information material.

To download it please visit myfonts.com

Alternative typeface (for internal  
and Microsoft Office use)
For emails and other electronic short documents,  
Arial is a widely available sans-serif font.

For longer documents, for example scientific 
publications, Georgia is a good choice for on-screen 
reading that also works well when printed.

This is Houschka Alt Pro Medium, which is used for text. 

There is also an italic version which should be used for latin names of species and 
references within glossaries.

This is Houschka Alt Pro DemiBold, which is used for headings and subheadings.

This is Houschka Alt Pro Bold, which is used for headings, subheadings and 
highlighting within text.

This is a short passage of text set in Arial Regular. You can use Arial Bold for 
headings, subheadings and text highlights. There is also an italic version which 
should be used for latin names of species and references within glossaries. 

This is a short passage of text set in Georgia Regular. You can use Georgia Bold 
for text highlights. There is also an italic version which should be used for latin 
names of species and references within glossaries. Georgia can be used for longer 
reports, documents and scientific publications as it was designed for easier on-
screen reading and also works well when printed.

Arial as headings
Arial bold can be used as headings and subheadings alongside Georgia as body text 
to create some contrast and help visually break up long sections of text.

Legacy fonts
For large print products such as exhibition plates that 
are updated infrequently and in parts, Rotis Sans Serif 
should be used until the next general relaunch of said 
product line.

This is Rotis Sans Serif, which is a legacy font, and is only to be used to keep large print 

products up to date. It is being phased out.

https://www.myfonts.com/fonts/g-type/houschka-alt-pro/


Examples in use

Report covers Report inners

Title of report goes here 
Subtitle goes underneath like this 
 
Version: 1.0.0.2.3.4 (Draft one) 
Authors: Name Goeshere, Any Name, Sample Name 
 
 
 
 
 
 
This publication should be cited as: 

 

Image caption goes in here 

Section titles look like this 

1. Introduction 

Coastal salt marshes may broadly be defined as areas, vegetated by herbs, 
grasses or low shrubs, which are subject to periodic flooding (tidal and non-
tidal) as a result of fluctuations in the level of the adjacent saline-water bodies 
(Adam 1990), and where saline water is defined as not being fresh, i.e. when 
the annual average salinity is greater than 0.5 g of solutes per kg of water 
(Odum 1988). In tidal systems, salt marshes form the upper part of the 
intertidal zone, i.e. the interface between land and sea. They may extend 
vertically from well below the mean high-tide level up to the highest water 
mark. Salt marshes reach their greatest extent along low-energy coasts where 
wave action is limited and mud can accumulate (Allen & Pye 1992; Balke et al. 
2016). 

According to the EU Habitat Directive, salt marshes include the habitat types 
1310 (Salicornia and other annuals colonising mud and sand), 1320 (Spartina 
swards), and 1330 (Atlantic salt meadows), for which national conservation 
objectives have been elaborated.  

The above definition of salt marsh implies that a salt marsh is not defined by 
its substrate. Although the great majority of European salt marshes have a 
clayey substrate, the substrate can vary from pure sand to clay and peat. 

Various human activities have a direct or indirect impact on salt marshes. 
These activities include, land use (grazing, artificial drainage, recreation, 
nature conservation, and coastal defence measures), as well as pollution and 
eutrophication. 

Trilateral policy and management 
All salt marshes in the Wadden Sea area are part of Natura 2000 areas. In 
addition to the national legislation and nature protection regulations in the 
Netherlands, Germany and Denmark, the trilateral 2010 Wadden Sea Plan 
(WSP) provides the framework for the management of the entire area (CWWS 
2010). In the WSP, the following five targets have been formulated for salt 
marshes: 

• To maintain the full range of variety of salt marshes typical for the 
Wadden Sea landscape 

• To achieve an increased area of salt marshes with natural dynamics 

 

This is an example bar chart only, to show the colours that should 
be used. 

From a morphological view, four types of salt marsh may be distinguished in 
the Wadden Sea, viz. (Fig. 1): (a) back-barrier marshes, (b) foreland marshes, 
(c) Hallig salt marshes, and (d) green beaches. The reported extent of salt 
marshes in this chapter is not based on geomorphology, but on vegetation and 
habitat mapping (Petersen et al. 2014). Green beaches may develop in the 
seaward area of a dune ridge (see Fig. 1 of chapter 25). From a vegetation 
perspective, green beaches cannot be considered entirely as salt marsh, 
because mostly they form a mosaic of salt-marsh and dune vegetation. 
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Landform Netherlan
ds 

Lower 
Saxony 

Hamburg Schleswig
-Holstein 

Denmark1) Total 

Year of 
survey 

2008/2012 2004 2009/2014 2011/2012 2010/2012  

Island salt marsh 

Barrier 
connected 
(foreland 
incl.) 

4,640 3,670 310 1,700 3,280 13,600 

De-
embanked 
(summer) 
polder 

902) 150 40   280 

Mainland salt marsh 

Barrier 
connected 

   780 1,340 2,120 

Foreland-
type 

4,000 5,460  8,580 2,520 20,560 

De-
embanked 
summer 
polder 

360 3803)    740 

Hallig salt marsh 

 50   2,180  2,230 

Total 9,140 9,660 350 13,240 7,140 39,530 
       

Summer polder 

Islands 10 60 80   150 

Mainland 870 1,2603)    2,130 

Total 880 1,320 80 0 0 2,280 

 
 

      

1)  Habitat type 1310-1330, 2110 
2)  Total de-embanked area 
3)  Status in 2016 

Style sheets are set up in the sample Word report 
document, and consist of:

Section titles:
Arial Bold, light blue, 24pt, single line spacing, with 17pt 
spacing before and after each paragraph.

Sub-sections:
Arial Bold, dark blue, 14pt, 17pt line spacing, with 30pt 
space before and 8.5pt space after each paragraph.

Subheadings:
Arial Bold, black, 12pt, 17pt line spacing, 8.5pt space 
after each paragraph.

Body text: Georgia Regular, Black, 11pt, 17pt line 
spacing, 8.5pt space after each paragraph. Italic and 
bold versions can be used to highlight within the 
text.

Captions: Based on body text style, but Italic, light 
blue and indented by 1cm both left and right.

Text within tables should be Arial Regular, Black and 
10pt.

The Wadden Sea colours detailed in this document 
should be used for creating charts, graphs and tables. 



Examples in use

PowerPoint presentation Folded leaflet

Netherlands	

Germany	

Denmark	

Lower	Saxony	

Schleswig-Holstein	

Weltnaturerbe	
Wattenmeer	
•  11.400	km²	Schutzfläche	
•  500	km	Küstenlinie	
•  3	Staaten	

10.000	Pflanzen-	&	Tierarten	

Größte	zusammenhängende	
Gezeitenwattsystem	der	Welt	

10	-12	Millionen	Zugvögel		
pro	Jahr	

© Martin Stock © Martin Stock 

© Martin Stock © Jan van de Kam 

OUV	des	Wattenmeers	
1.  Kriterien	(77	viii,	ix,	x	OG)	

Geologie,	ökologische	Prozesse,	
Biodiversität	

2.  Integrität	(78	OG)	
11.400	km²	repräsentieren	alle	Habitate,	
Spezies	und	Prozesse,	vollständig	und	
intakt,	500	km	Streifen	

3.  Angemessener	Schutz	&	
Management	(78	OG)		
Nationalparke,	Naturreservate,	
Wattenmeerplan,	Monitoring	(TMAP)	© Martin Stock 

Auflagen	als	Welterbestätte	
	ü  Schutz	&	Management	des	Wattenmeers	und	

seines	Hervoragenden	Universellen	Wertes	(OUV)	
ü  Vorbereitung	&	Umsetzung	einer	Strategie	für	

nachhaltigen	Tourismus		
ü  Umsetzung	eines	Monitoring	Programms	zu	

invasiven	Spezies	aus	Ballastwasser	&	Aquakulturen	
ü  Stärkung	der	Management-	&	

Forschungskooperation	am	Afrikanisch-
Eurasischen	Flugweg.	

Ø  Trilaterale	Wattenmeer-Zusammenarbeit	

MORE THAN JUST A

Unique in its variety
The Wadden Sea has many different kinds of habitat and therefore 
offers a home to more than 10,000 species, from single-celled 
organisms to fishes, birds and mammals. Every year as many as 
10 to 12 million migrating birds on their way from their breeding 
areas in Siberia, Canada or Scandinavia to their wintering grounds 
in West Europe and Africa stop over in the Wadden Area for short or 
extended periods. Only here will they find enough food to complete 
their journey of thousands of kilometres. The Wadden Sea is thus 
crucial for the conservation of the global biodiversity.

Natural forces and dynamics prevail
The Wadden Sea is unique in the whole world in demonstrating how 
nature, plants and animals adapt themselves to constantly changing 
conditions, in an area where freshwater (from land) and salt water 
(from the ocean) meet. The continuous interplay between wind, 
sand and tides in the Wadden Sea has created an incredible range 
of plants and animals specially adapted to cope with these changes. 
This huge variety is the magnificent result of natural processes that 
have been at play since the last Ice Age.

Young and unique
The Wadden Sea is geologically a very young area. The landscape, 
including its mudflats and dunes, was formed and is being 
formed rapidly. At the same time, the area reveals a lot about our 
planet’s recent geological past, i.e. the era from the last Ice Age 
(10 to 12 thousand years ago) to the present. The Wadden Sea 
shows the dynamics of how entirely new landscapes take shape.  
Today, you can see with your own eyes how the landscape has 
evolved – and how it continues to do so.

More information?

Would you like to find out more about the 
Wadden Sea World Heritage Site? 
Then visit our website: 
www.waddensea-worldheritage.org
There you will also find useful links to other organizations
that are active in the Wadden Sea Area.

www.waddensea-worldheritage.org

In order to be included in the World Heritage List, an area must be of outstanding universal value. UNESCO uses several different criteria to assess whether an area merits World Heritage Site status. 
It deemed the Wadden Sea to be globally unique in at least three of those criteria! It is outstanding in its global importance for the conservation of biodiversity and  

ecological and geological processes that proceed in the Wadden Sea mostly natural. A World Heritage Site must also be complete and intact, and the protection and management must be effectively secured. 
This is ensured thanks to the nature conservation areas and the trans-boundary cooperation in the Wadden Sea.

June 2014

This is a publication of the Common Wadden Sea Secretariat (CWSS) 

in cooperation with the organizations mentioned above.

Virchowstr. 1, 26382 Wilhelmshaven, Germany 

Telefon: +49 (0)4421 9108 0  

info@waddensea-secretariat.org 

www.waddensea-secretariat.org 

Photos: Martin Stock, Jan van de Kam, Klaas Kreuijer, Jan Barkowski, Jan Hunemann, 

Klaus Janke. Design: Studio Rob Pentinga, Haren. Printed by: Rautenberg Druckerei, Leer.

Printed on 100% recycling paper.
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The Wadden Sea
World Heritage Site
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Niedersachsen

Schleswig-
Holstein

North Sea

World Heritage Area

The Wadden Sea World Heritage Site encompasses almost the entire 
Wadden Sea in the Netherlands, Germany and Denmark: an area 
of almost 11,500 square kilometres along a coastal strip of about 

500 kilometres. The Wadden Sea has had a protected status for more 
than 25 years, as nature reserves and national parks in the Nether-

lands, Germany, and Denmark. The designation as World Heritage 
Site has neither influence on the protection status of the area nor 

does it cause any new regulations.
The fact that the area has now become a World Heritage Site is 

largely due to the support over many years of local inhabitants, many 
organisations and government authorities.

Whichever part of the Dutch, German, 
or Danish North Sea coast or its islands 
you visit, you will be surveying an area 
that holds a natural beauty, unique in the 
world: the Wadden Sea. 
In June 2009 the Wadden Sea was added 
to the World Heritage List. Why is the 
Wadden Sea a World Heritage Site? 
And what does this mean? 
Find out more in this leaflet !

The Wadden Sea – unique in the world!

The Wadden Sea forms an unparalleled, dynamic landscape. 
Nowhere in the world will you find such a vast, varied area, sculpted 
by the constant flow of tides. Even now, changes are noticeable on 
a daily basis. A complex system of channels and streams alternates 
with exposed mudflats and sand banks. You will find mussel beds, 
dense patches of sea grass and mud flats full of shellfish. 
On the foreshores of the coast, the islands and Halligen, extensive 
flowering salt marshes alternate with white beaches and dunes. This 
uniquely varied landscape means the Wadden Sea provides habitats 
for more than 10,000 plant and animal species and is a crucial 
stopover for millions of migrating birds. Biodiversity on a worldwide 
scale is reliant on the Wadden Sea.

Experience the Wadden Sea – 
walking across the living seabed!

Low and high tide alternate every six hours in the Wadden Sea, 
bringing about stunning changes to the landscape almost every 
minute of the day. You can experience this the whole year round. 

During low tide, it is possible to walk far out onto the mudflats — 
and, in some areas, even from the mainland to one of the islands or 
Halligen. You’re actually walking on the living seabed! The best and 
safest way to experience the true magic of the place is under the 
leadership of an experienced guide. 

Walking on the mud flats, you will hear only the sound of wind and 
the calls of the birds. Here you can see for yourself how the 
constant interaction between wind, water and waves has shaped the 
landscape since the last Ice Age — and how it continues to do so. 
A skein of geese cackle in the air. A wader cautiously picks its way 
on the newly-exposed seabed, looking for worms and shells. The 
salty air and mud-rich waters fill your senses. Cockles and worms 
under your feet cause movement in the water and sand. Prawns 
flash by your ankles and you can see flatfishes close by in the 
shallow water. Air bubbles, created by algae, burst at the water’s 
surface. Legions of small crabs, cockles, mussels, starfishes and 
hermit crabs are exposed by the retreating sea. You even have the 
privilege of watching seals sunbathing on a sand bank — but keep 
an appropriate distance!

World Heritage Site since June 2009

In June 2009, UNESCO, the United Nations Educational, 
Scientific and Cultural Organization, placed the Wadden Sea 
on the World Heritage List. This puts the Wadden Sea on the 
same footing as other world famous natural wonders on the 
World Heritage List like the Grand Canyon in the USA and 
the Great Barrier Reef in Australia. 

What is a World Heritage Site ?

A World Heritage Site is a monument, area or landscape of a 
natural and/or cultural-historical value which is of outstanding 
universal value and therefore needs to be preserved as part of 
the world heritage of mankind as a whole. Under the UNESCO 
World Heritage Convention, adopted in 1972, member states 
committed themselves to protect the globally outstanding 
cultural and natural heritage within their boundaries and to 
safeguard it for future generations. 190 countries, including 
the Netherlands, Germany and Denmark, have now signed the 
Convention.



Examples in use

A4-Leaflet (vertical orientation)

TRAVEL AND PROTECT:
Contributing to Nature Conservation   
through Tourism in the Wadden Sea 
 

Good practice and recommendations 
as a basis for further discussions on 
sustainable financing mechanisms 
through tourism in the Wadden Sea 
World Heritage Destination
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World Heritage Site
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Niedersachsen
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North Sea

World Heritage Area

Wadden Sea, illustrate sensitive zones such as 
breeding areas and to show appropriate ways 
to experience nature. Facilities such as nature 
trails, parking areas and recreation zones have 
been built to facilitate easier access to the 
landscape and biodiversity of the Wadden Sea. 
This tourism related infrastructure also supports 
conservation by bringing visitors into contact 
with nature, thus raising awareness of nature 
and the environment. And at the same time the 
infrastructure helps to mitigate the impact of 
tourism, which remains a factor due to the high 
numbers of visitors. 

Nowadays, more than 10 million holiday makers 
arrive annually to enjoy the coasts and beaches 
of the Wadden Sea region; for 2007 there is 
an estimate of about 49.2 million overnight 
stays (CWSS 2009). Another 30–40 million daily 
visitors contribute to the enormous importance 
the tourism sector has achieved as a main 
economic factor in a generally structurally 
weak region that directly benefits from intact 
nature (CWSS 2014 A). | 3 In the German Wadden 
Sea region, national park related tourism 
already accounts for an annual income in 
the Schleswig-Holstein Wadden Sea region 
of about € 90 million and about € 60 million 
in the Wadden Sea region of Lower Saxony 
(JOB 2013). Moreover, several surveys show that 
World Heritage Sites might become even more 
attractive travel destinations after their listing, 
if properly managed and communicated. | 4 To 
keep the balance between nature conservation 
and environmentally friendly tourism activities 

As a touristic destination, the 
Wadden Sea Region includes 
the national parks and other 

conservation areas that have been 
designated as World Heritage Site 
as well as the entire islands, local 
communities and districts at the 

bordering mainland.

3 The contribution to the region’s social income from tourism 
e.g. in the travel destination “Nordsee Schleswig-Holstein” is  
41 % (NORDSEE-TOURISMUS-SERVICE 2014).

4 See selected reports and case studies presented in REBANKS 

CONSULTING 2009.

6

in these destinations, a common strategy and 
effective mechanisms for sustainable develop-
ment are needed.

As a follow-up to a request by UNESCO when 
listing the Wadden Sea as a World Heritage Site, 
Denmark, Germany and the Netherlands tasked 
a trilateral working group to develop a strategy 
for Sustainable Tourism in the Wadden Sea 
World Heritage Destination (see CWSS 2014 A). 
The group representing the tourism sector, 
nature conservation organisations and govern-
ments jointly agreed on their “responsibility 

for and [to] contribute to the protection of the 
‘Outstanding Universal Value’ through involve-
ment in tourism management and product 
development” as strategic objectives. Moreover, 
it is stated that all stakeholders are committed 
“to ensure nature conservation, tourism and 
local communities benefit from the World 
Heritage Status” (CWSS 2014 A). These statements 
clearly reflect the three-dimension approach 
of sustainable development with respect to 
ecological, economic and social benefits and 
outline the importance to not only focus on one 
component of benefits.

2.1 CONSERVATION 
REQUIRES SUPPORT

 When it comes to the financial and 
institutional support of nature conservation 
and its link to tourism in the Wadden Sea, 
public and private sector contributions differ. 
The typical visitor infrastructure of information 
centres, signposts, marking of sensitive areas 
as well as provision and maintenance of paths, 
boardwalks, etc. is mainly financed through 
public sector budgets of the individual coun-
tries, and to some extent also by environmental 
NGOs. The individual tourist is usually not 
charged for accessing the Wadden Sea and 
using the provided infrastructure. Only at a 
very few places are fees charged for certain 
uses (e. g. access to the beach by car) which 
are subsequently used for cost covering of the 
provided infrastructure and to a minor extent 
also for nature conservation.

The so called “soft infrastructure” such as 
nature interpretation and guided tours is mainly 
provided by non-governmental and private 
actors, and also by state-funded national park 
wardens (see NATIONALPARK SCHLESWIG-HOLSTEIN-

ISCHES WATTENMEER 2013). At some places public 
funds also contribute to the logistics necessary 
to keep these activities at an appropriate level. 
All these offers contribute to the visitors’ nature 
experience possibilities and choice of leisure 
time offers, thus providing a considerable 
benefit for the tourist experience.

The practical “ranger” tasks of ensuring 
compliance with existing rules and at the same 
time providing information and opportunities 
for nature experiences for tourists are partly 
carried out by state-financed wardens and, 
in many places (though a bit different among 
the three countries), assisted or completely 
covered by environmental NGOs and volunteers, 
often supported in this work by governmental 
funding. 

Despite tourism and nature conservation 
mostly working well “hand in hand”, the 
protection of the Wadden Sea is in many 
cases underfunded — also with respect to 
minimizing the impact of tourism related 
activities. In particular, the “ranger” tasks of 
ensuring compliance with existing rules cannot 
be provided to the necessary extent in large 
parts of the area. But habitat restoration and 
the challenges to ensure the preservation of 
the Wadden Sea’s natural beauty and richness 
against the background of a changing climate 
and rising sea level also face a lack of financing 
(see WWF GERMANY 2013A).

In relation to the ongoing pressure, the protec-
tion of the Wadden Sea is seriously under-
funded — as in most other places in the world. 
While the conventional sources of conservation 
funding, such as by governments and by the 
work of nature NGOs, are extremely important 
and certainly have to remain so, this is not 
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Examples in use

A4-Leaflet (horizontal orientation)

Wadden Sea World Heritage 
– Brand Paper

Photography: Norbert Hecker

The Wadden Sea is the largest unbroken system of 
intertidal sand and mud flats in the world: a seascape 
of immeasurable importance. It spans 500 km and the 
coastline of three countries – Germany, Netherlands  
and Denmark.

The Wadden Sea is a place like no other; where a 
rich network of habitats and environments is home 
to thousands of species of flora and fauna. Its global 
importance lies not only in the context of the East 
Atlantic Flyway but also in the critical role it plays in the 
annual conservation of 10-12 million African-Eurasian 
migratory waterbirds that rely on the food source it 
provides during migrations between the Arctic and Africa.

It’s a dynamic, yet fragile, landscape. A World Heritage 
Site that stands alongside other world famous natural 
wonders such as the Grand Canyon in the USA and the 
Great Barrier Reef in Australia. Inscribed on the World 
Heritage List as being a place of Outstanding Universal 
Value, the Wadden Sea is a place like no other on Earth.

Welcome 
to the Wadden Sea

Germany

Netherlands

Denmark500km 
of coastline

There is only one Wadden Sea, and one global 
heritage we can share with the world.

Wadden Sea World Heritage Brand Paper

Core characteristics

The core characteristics of the Wadden Sea 
World Heritage brand outline what the brand 
stands for, what makes the Wadden Sea 
distinctive and why it has been designated  
as a World Heritage Site.

The characteristics underpinning the  
Wadden Sea World Heritage brand are:

•	 	To	protect	the	world	largest	unbroken	system	 
of intertidal flats, and maintain its intactness  
for present and future generations. 

•	 	To	be	irreplaceable	in	its	global	importance	 
of biodiversity and of its ecological and  
geological processes.

•	 	To	offer	a	complete	and	intact	area	thanks	
to nature conservation and trans-boundary 
cooperation.

•	 	To	be	seen	as	a	gift	of	the	past	for	the	 
future, creating remarkable experiences  
and unforgettable memories.

•	 	To	stand	up	for	our	heritage	and	take	
responsibility for our future.

•	 	To	offer	a	unique	natural	environment	 
for inspiration, enjoyment and recreation.

•	 	To	continue	forging	links	between	tourism	 
and nature conservation.

Photography (clockwise from the top)  
Martin Stock, Martin Stock, John Frikke.

Wadden Sea World Heritage Brand Paper
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