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1. Introduction

» Wadden Sea is almost fully protected, and since 2009/2014
inscribed as World Heritage

» There are severe impacts from energy production and
transportation (gas production, oil production, transport with
ships, wind farms on- & offshore, LNG terminals, cables, pipelines,
overhead lines, related traffic), and more of this to come

« This could be a risk even for the World Heritage status (see World
Heritage Committee decisions in 2023 and 2024)

« Climate crisis is an enormous risk for the Wadden Sea, requiring
global & regional climate protection, & regional climate adaptation

» The coast is privileged by the amount of wind there, and is very
important for the energy transition

Let’s have a look into some cases...

2. The case of oil production on , Mittelplate

« QOil production began in the 1980ies after the designation of the
National Park in the Schleswig-Holstein Wadden Sea

+ Drilling and production from a platform (,,Mittelplate“) within the
protected area and also by horizontal drilling from the mainland

» Based on an exception in the National Park law, which also
restricted the drilling to the Mittelplate platform

+ To allow for the inscription of the Wadden Sea World Heritage in
2009, the Mittelplate platform and some potential drilling areas
nearby became enclaves excluded from the property

« Green NGOs always rejected the oil production in the Wadden Sea,
for both nature and climate protection




Oil production in the Wadden Sea until 20417

In 2024 the government of Schleswig-Holstein and the oil company Wintershall DEA

reached an agreement about Mittelplate:

« Qil production to be ending by 2041, the
platform being dismantled

« Other than applied for, there shall be no
extension of the area from where oil
production is allowed

Green NGOs supported the stop of the
extension, but criticised 2041 as much too
late, suggesting 2030 as the end date

The released enclaves should now be included
into the World Heritage
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3. The case of wind energy on Eiderstedt

+ Schleswig-Holstein, harbouring about a third of the Wadden Sea, organises the
production of wind energy onshore via regional planning

« This is successful to allow for
enough renewables to be installed,
and also steers this in a way, that
wind farms are built only where
they cause the least damage

« There are almost no wind farms
on the Eiderstedt peninsula due to
its importance for bird migration S
to and from the Wadden Sea
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Probably no additional wind farms on Eiderstedt

« The federal government speeds up the transition to
renewables and allowed also for the local level to
develop wind farms in case there is no valid regional
planning for this

 As the regional planning is in the update process, 7
green NGOs suggested to the government that
Eiderstedt should remain excluded from wind farms,
while they also support regional planning for wind
energy

 The draft of the new regional planning for wind energy
excludes Eiderstedt, which is important to keep for the
final document
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4. The case of atest center for gigantic wind turbines in the

Danish Wadden Sea

Part 4 by Janne Liburd, Professor, D.Phil, PH.D., Chair of the
Danish Wadden Sea National Park (2015-2023)

»The purpose of the Danish National Park Law (2007)
is, amongst other, to preserve and enhance the quality
and diversity of nature as well as the landscape and
geological values® (§ 1, para. 1, no. 2 and 4).

»The construction of a third wind turbine test center
within a National Park area will likely be difficult to
reconcile with the law's objective of preserving and
enhancing natural and cultural landscapes® (Ministry
of the Environment, 2022, p. 12).
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This fight is about much more than a
local threat in someone's backyard - it
is about our collective responsibility to
preserve UNESCO world heritage and
protect our nature amid a global
biodiversity crisis. It is high time to
unite our voices and stand together
against the destruction of our Wadden
Sea, our heritage, our future.

We will make a human chain along the
Ballum marsh along Kystvej. Join us
Nov 26, 2023,12 noon and hold hands
with another Wadden Sea fighter.
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Together we did it!

On Feb 1, 2024 the decision
NOT to place a national test
center for gigantic ocean wind
turbines in the Wadden Sea
was announced after 1.5 years!

/naBu 5. The case of linear infrastructure crossing the Wadden Sea

Part 5 by Prof. Dr. Aline Kiihl-Stenzel, Policy Officer Marine
Conservation, NABU

German Offshore Wind targets for the North Sea: 7-fold increase
until 2045 (from ~ 9,5 GW today up to 66 GW)

« Translates into ~ > 25 x 2 GW high voltage cable systems (3
cables each)

« Plus: international interconnectors & pipelines

Where and how can these be built without harming the UNESCO
World Heritage Site/National Park?

Where are the hotspots for the
Cumulative pressure is already high and is likely to rise further construction of high-voltage
(large scale construction works, loss of wilderness, heating of
mudflats, repeated construction works when cables are damaged
or natural dynamics expose them)

cables, pipelines and other linear
infrastructure?
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Linear Infrastructure > NORTH SEA DENMARK
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No new infrastructure corridors within the Wadden Sea
Alternative routes needed:

- Shipping lanes: cable installation in already
ecologically damaged sites sensible, technical
debate necessary

+ ,Recycling“ of existing corridors: upgrade
existing corridors with higher capacity

» No ,waste” of cable routes for ,mini wind farms*

FSaxen. \Vauden Se




Minimising the impact

+ No ,,open installation“ in the Wadden Sea — the
challenge is that currently no non-invasive installation
techniques (e.g. vibration sword) are available for the new 2
GW cables (almost double the weight of the 800 MW cables)

 Other issues: e.g. burying depth, time of construction, no
coverage with stones in soft habitats, 2°-limit, modern
equipment, cooperative construction companies, use of
previous experiences, surveillance at construction

+ True compensation: Long-term impact on protected areas
requires long-term compensation (including reduction of other
impacts and reversing human influences in certain habitats)

» Coastal Marine Spatial Planning required (find out more
during spark talk)

6. Is there a risk for the World Heritage status?

»~The Guiding Principle of the trilateral Wadden Sea policy is to achieve, as far as
possible, a natural and sustainable ecosystem in which natural processes proceed in an
undisturbed way.“

Wadden Sea Plan 2010 about cables: ,To concentrate cable crossings through the
Wadden Sea within a minimum of cable corridors and a minimum of cables, using the best
available techniques, e.g. cables with highest capacity available, and avoiding salt marshes
crossing as far as possible...”

Wilhelmshaven Declaration 2023 about cables: ..... facilitate exchange and
collaboration with the energy sector, competent authorities, including also relevant
stakeholders, regarding high voltage power grid connections from offshore wind farms
with the intention to avoid, mitigate, and compensate for negative impacts on
the Wadden Sea World Heritage Site, with the intention to develop a coordinated spatial
strategy beyond 2030, striving to support the long-term expansion targets for offshore
wind energy, making it more nature friendly in line with conservation objectives;*




Decision of the World Heritage Committee in 2024 (1)

+ ,Notes with concern the potential cumulative impacts on the
Outstanding Universal Value (OUV) of the property from numerous
activities and infrastructure developments planned or
established within and in the wider setting of the property, including
extractive activities (oil, salt and gas)...*

» ,Recalls its established position that extractive activities are
incompatible with World Heritage status, and considers that
the numerous ongoing and planned extractive activities in the vicinity
of the property and its wider landscape, including oil, gas, and salt
extraction and associated sea floor subsidence which, in combination
with sea level rise, could have a negative impact on the OUV of the

property;“

Decision of the World Heritage Committee in 2024 (2)

« Further requests the States Parties to ensure that any extractive
projects in the wider setting of the property ... undergoes an appropriate
impact assessment procedure and that the project is not approved if
it may cause negative impacts on the OUV of the property;“

» L,Acknowledges the importance and necessity to accelerate renewable
energy production, nevertheless, notes with serious concern the
increasing number of onshore and offshore energy facilities
(e.g., wind) within the wider setting of the property, and requests
moreover the State Parties to a) Adopt a joint strategic and systematic
approach to the planning and implementation of projects to connect
offshore infrastructures with the mainland with the aim of avoiding
negative impacts on the OUV of the property...“




The World Heritage status must not be lost!

The WHC-decision indicates that there is a risk, if ,we” are not careful with our
World Heritage and do not protect it as it deserves.

The view of green NGOs on that is reflected in a letter by Waddenvereniging,
Natuurmonumenten and Vogelbescherming to UNESCO World Heritage Centre
(August 2024):

,Our intention is not, and has never been, for the site to ever lose its World
Heritage Status. We cherish and celebrate this .... Rather we strongly wish that
all bodies under the World Heritage Convention, State Parties, local and
regional authorities, citizens and NGO's all strive to their best efforts and in
harmony to protect and conserve [the] Wadden Sea that has been so dear to so
many for so many years already.

7. Take Home Message

1. No energy production within the protected areas of the Wadden Sea

2. Ecosystem-based production of renewable energy on- and offshore of the
Wadden Sea in a nature positive way

3. Production of fossil energy within or adjacent to the Wadden Sea to be phased
out until 2030

4. Transportation of energy by cables or pipelines through the Wadden Sea to be
avoided by using shipping lanes and existing corridors — if not avoidable, impact
must be mitigated (routing, size of cables, installation technique) and compensated

5. Integrity of the Wadden Sea World Heritage to be sustained — which is also
a responsibility of the energy stakeholders!




