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AGENDA ITEM 1: OPENING OF THE MEETING 
 
The chairman, Mr Ilsøe, opened the meeting at 09:00 h. and welcomed the 
participants and supportive staff to the fourth meeting of the WSB. He in particular 
welcomed the new members of the Danish delegation Mr Bent Poulsen, chairman of 
the Danish National Park, Ms. Anne Kragh Svendsen, representing the Danish 
municipalities and Ms Anne Husum Marboe, successor of Mr John Frederiksen. Mr 
Verhulst informed the meeting that the remaining Dutch representative would be 
designated following the conclusion of the reorganization process in the Netherlands.  
 
A list of participants is in Annex 1. 
 
 
AGENDA ITEM 2: ADOPTION OF THE AGENDA 
Document: WSB 4/2/1 Draft Agenda 
 
The meeting adopted the draft agenda of the meeting. The agenda is in Annex 2. 
 
 
AGENDA ITEM 3: SUMMARY RECORD WSB 3 
Documents: Final Draft Summary Record WSB 3; Record Telephone Conference 7/7/11 WSB 
contact persons 
 
The final draft Summary Record WSB 3 was adopted with the following amendment: 
page 3, agenda item 6.1, 1., 5th line, delete last part of sentence “…and that it should 
be considered further within the WSB on the basis of the German (Dutch) proposal”. 
 
The meeting noted the Record of the WSB contact persons Telephone Conference 
on 7 July 2011. 
 
 
AGENDA ITEM 4: ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 
Mr Rasmussen introduced the new members of the Danish WSB delegation, and 
informed the meeting that Mr Tomas Holst Christensen had changed position and 
was now head of the National Park secretariat. He furthermore informed the meeting 
that there was a new left wing government in Denmark. The new environment 
minister is Ms Ida Auken from the Socialist People’s Party. He finally announced that 
N2000 and WFD management plans are expected to be finalised by the end of 2011. 
 
Mr Verhulst apologised for the absence of Mr Heysman. He informed the meeting 
that due to internal reorganisations the Dutch WSB delegation would only be 
completed in March 2012. In the framework of the national reorganisation of the 
Ministry of Economic Affairs, Agriculture and Innovation (EL&I) it was still unclear 
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which part of the ministry would be responsible for the trilateral Wadden Sea 
portfolio. The same was the case for the budget. A national vision on goose 
management had been developed, aiming at maintaining sustainable levels. He also 
informed the meeting that work is ongoing on sustainable fisheries in the Wadden 
Sea, in particular shrimp fishery. 
 
Ms Schokker informed the meeting that in the framework of the delegation of nature 
policy responsibilities from the national government to the provinces, negotiations 
were ongoing about reallocation of resources. The new responsibilities of the 
provinces would also affect the participation in different fora. To this Mr Verhulst 
added that the trilateral cooperation would remain a national responsibility.  
 
Ms Nickel informed the meeting that the law on the legal status of the CWSS had 
passed parliament in September and was scheduled for approval by the Federal 
Council on 25 November 2011. She announced a major conference on marine 
conservation in Europe, Stralsund, 18-22 June 2012. 
 
Mr Scherer informed the meeting that an extension of the Schleswig-Holstein mussel 
fishery programme is in preparation. Negotiations are still ongoing between the 
sector, the ministry and NGOs. The programme allows licensing of mussel fishing 
under the condition that N2000 assessments are positive. The oil company 
RWE/DEA had announced that it would apply for a permit for oil exploration activities 
and that it would adhere to the agreements made in the framework of the World 
Heritage application. 
 
Mr Hebbelmann informed the meeting that a start had been made with the process 
for extending the World Heritage part of Lower Saxony, in line with the extension of 
the national Park. He stated that it would be good if this extension procedure could 
be combined with a Danish application. 
 
Mr Janke informed the meeting that Mr Lange, former WSB member, was now 
Hamburg state secretary for the environment. The Hamburg National Park was now 
an integral part of the Wadden Sea World Heritage site. 
 
Mr Rösner stated not to agree with the planned RWE/DEA application for Schleswig-
Holstein and Lower Saxony and that the environmental NGOs would carefully study 
any application as to whether it fulfils the legal requirements. He also stated that the 
environmental NGOs could not agree with the plans for extending the Schleswig-
Holstein mussel programme because the running programme was still valid until 
2016 and neither the old nor the new programme would comply with the legal 
requirements. Moreover, he was of the opinion that such a long-term programme with 
its guarantee-like conditions was not suited for a dynamic area like the Wadden Sea. 
 
The meeting noted the information. 
 
 
AGENDA ITEM 5: BUSINESS PLAN 2010 – 13 
 
5.1 Business Plan 
Documents: WSB 4/5/1-1 Business Plan: Amendment 
 
The secretary briefly presented the amended Business Plan 2010-13 and on inquiry 
indicated that the actions and projects were largely on schedule and that the 
Business Plan fully fulfilled its purpose of planning and directing the various agreed 
activities of the Cooperation and its entities. He underlined that there were a number 
of bottlenecks such as the CO2 issue which had not yet been solved but albeit this he 
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was confident that the Business Plan would deliver sufficient political substance to 
the drafting of a Ministerial Council Declaration. 
 
On inquiry with regard to the problems with the delivery of the Dutch data to the 
TMAP data system (page 6) he explained that the TMAP data handling and 
information system had been developed and installed but could not function because 
of the lack of an operational data unit in the Netherlands. Mr Verhulst promised to 
have the problem solved as soon as possible. 
 
The meeting endorsed the amended Business Plan 2010 – 13. 
 
5.2 Annual Work Plan CWSS 2012 
Document: WSB 4/5/2 Annual Work Plan 
 
In introducing the CWSS work plan 2012 the secretary referred to the performance 
report for the 2011 work plan and emphasized that the targets/output had for the 
most part been fulfilled but that there were still a number of issues under elaboration, 
such as the communication strategy and the LIFE+ project on alien species. 
 
The Annual Work Plan 2012 of the CWSS was adopted without further discussion. 
 
5.3 CWSS Budget 
Documents: WSB 4/5/3-1 Budget CWSS; WSB 4/5/3-2 Project Finances 
 
Budget CWSS 
 
The CWSS Budget 2012 of € 223,200 per contracting party was adopted pending a 
final formal approval by the Danish and Dutch delegations. 
 
The indicative budget 2013-14 was noted. 
 
Project Finances CWSS 
 
It was agreed to endorse the overview of ongoing and planned projects 2010-14 with 
the following corrections: 
 

• Exclude the Danish contribution to the Sustainable Tourism Strategy of € 
30,000 in 2012 since this has only been promised on the approval of the 
Interreg IV application which is not part of the overview pending acceptance 
or rejection by the Interreg Programme. 

• Include the fisheries project which had now formally been approved by 
Germany and the Netherlands with € 25,000 each amounting to € 50,000 in 
2011. 

 
 
AGENDA ITEM 6: TASK GROUPS AND PROJECTS 
 
 
Report Task Groups (Documents: WSB 4/6/1, 4/6/8) 
The meeting agreed that an overview would be presented at the next WSB meeting 
of the deliverables including timeframes by the TGs, relevant for the Wadden Sea 
Conference. 
 
The meeting noted the reports of TG-S, TG-M and TG-C with the following 
comments: 
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With regard to TG-S, the meeting acknowledged that with the retirement of Mr Farke 
there would be no ecologists in TG-S. The Dutch and Danish delegations promised 
to investigate possibilities for delegating members with an ecological background. 
Mr Rösner stated that nature NGOs would be prepared to participate in the TG-S and 
support the nature conservation input. 
 
With regard to the TG-C report, the meeting requested the TG-C to hold the planned 
workshop with the WSB at an earlier date. 
 
Cultural Heritage (Document: WSB 4/6/2)  
On the suggestion of the German delegation it was agreed that a discussion should 
be held and agreement reached on the implications of §§ 18-19 of the Sylt 
Declaration prior to a discussion on the establishment of an expert group. The 
Danish delegation offered to take the lead by contacting responsible authorities and 
preparing a proposal. 
 
TMAP Requirements (Document: WSB 4/6/3) 
The meeting adopted the proposals from the document under the condition that any 
changes in the TMAP would be cost neutral. 
 
Tidal Basins (Document: WSB 4/6/4)  
The full report was handed out at the meeting. The meeting took note of the 
document. 
 
CO2 Neutral Review (Document: WSB 4/6/4) 
The meeting thanked for the review. It was noted that Carbon Capture and Storage, 
CCS, is not seen as an option to reduce greenhouse gas emissions within the 
Wadden Sea region. The meeting concluded that it was not possible to find money 
for the proposed study. It was agreed that the Netherlands and Denmark would 
prepare overviews of ongoing activities in their countries and that the CWSS would 
investigate possibilities to have the study done by institutes with experience in this 
issue. The German delegation offered to request the Federal Environment Agency 
(UBA) to see what could be done. 
 
Invasive Aliens Species (Document: WSB 4/6/5) 
The meeting took note of the document. 
 
Goose Management (Document: WSB 4/6/7) 
The meeting welcomed the proposals of the document. The German delegation 
reminded the delegations that in Germany the Goose Management takes place 
mainly outside the Wadden Sea Area and that responsible authorities are not part of 
the Trilateral Cooperation but promised to help contacting relevant organizations and 
authorities. Mr Friis- Hauge emphasized that the WSF could only do the work if 
sufficient information would be delivered by experts and responsible authorities. 
 
Sustainable Tourism Strategy (Document: WSB 4/6/8) 
The meeting took note of the document. The Danish delegation additionally referred 
to the development of a tourism strategy for the Danish Wadden Sea National Park 
and the intended trans-boundary cooperation with Schleswig-Holstein in the context 
of an Interreg IV A project. The meeting noted the information. 
 
Trilateral Communication Strategy (Document: WSB 4/6/9) 
The meeting took note of the document. 
 
MSC Certification Process (Document: WSB 4/6/10) 
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The meeting agreed  to the first two proposals of the document and, concerning the 
third one, to await the outcome of the study on sustainable fisheries before inviting 
MSC representatives. 
 
 
AGENDA ITEM 7: SEAL MANAGEMENT PLAN 
Documents: WSB 4/7/1 Seals Management Plan, Annex SMP 
 
The meeting adopted the proposals from the document, pending formal approval by 
the Dutch delegation, which needed some more time for national consultation. 
 
 
AGENDA ITEM 8: WADDEN SEA WORLD HERITAGE 
Document: WSB 4/8/1 Progress Report World Heritage 
 
The secretary introduced the World Heritage progress report. A major progress in 
2011 was the inclusion of the Hamburg Wadden Sea National Park into the World 
Heritage site. On that occasion, the World Heritage Committee reinforced its request 
to extend the property with the Danish Wadden Sea. The WSB is proposed to also 
give guidance regarding the plans by Lower Saxony to align the extension of the 
National Park and World Heritage property at the earliest possible date (January 
2012).  
As a next step, a World Heritage stakeholder workshop is planned on 26 January 
2012 to inform all key persons about on-going and planned activities in the property. 
 
Mr Rasmussen informed the meeting that the Nature Agency together with the 
Danish municipalities have taken the first step to discuss a potential extension of the 
World Heritage site with the Danish Wadden Sea.  
 
The meeting noted the report.  
 
 
AGENDA ITEM 9: WADDEN SEA CONFERENCE 2013. 
Documents: WSB 4/9/1 Conference DK; WSB 4/9/2 Meeting Schedule; WSB 4/9/3 ISWSS 
 
Mr. Rasmussen introduced an outline for the next Trilateral Wadden Sea Conference 
in March 2013, which addressed five priority issues (World Heritage, sustainable 
management, landscape and culture, information and education, and adaptation 
climate change) and requested the meeting to give guidance on the further 
preparation of the conference.  
 
The meeting acknowledged the document as a good starting point for the next work 
steps. On proposal by Germany and the Netherlands the meeting agreed that:  
 

(1) The draft Declaration must have political substance and direct the work in the 
following period to ensure that the Conference would be politically relevant 
and be attended by ministers. 

(2) An ad-hoc working group of one member of each of the responsible ministries 
and the secretariat should elaborate a systematic catalogue of themes until 
WSB 5 to be included in the draft Ministerial Declaration based also on the 
Sylt Declaration and other topical issues with an indication of the agreements 
and decisions to be taken including, as appropriate, different positions.  

(3) The Danish delegation would together with the CWSS take the initiative to 
form and convene the ad-hoc working group, chaired by Denmark. 

(4) Based on the draft referred to in 2, the issue of whether the Conference 
should be postponed would be considered at WSB 5. 
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It was further agreed that an internal manageable evaluation would be made of the 
governance and planning arrangements introduced on the occasions of the 2010 
Conference and, as appropriate, be reflected in the draft Declaration 2013. An outline 
of the evaluation would be discussed at the WSB 5. 
 
The draft meeting schedule of the WSB until the 2013 Conference was endorsed 
with the amendment that the October-2012 meeting would be confined to 5 October 
2012. 
 
The meeting noted the draft programme of the 2012 International Scientific Wadden 
Sea Symposium (ISWSS) (document WSB 4/9/3) and made the following comments 
and suggestions: 
 

- The Dutch programme on climate change adaptation was also involved in the 
organisation 

- Merge the themes sustainable use and ecosystem management 
- More presentations per theme so that more balanced recommendations to 

the 2013 Council Meeting could be expected 
- More emphasis on World Heritage relevant issues, such as the Flyway 
- More attention for biodiversity of estuaries. 

 
Mr Rasmussen remarked that focusing on the World Heritage was a bit premature for 
Denmark.  
 
 
AGENDA ITEM 10: WADDEN SEA FORUM 
Document: WSB 4/10/1 Progress Report WSF 
 
The chairman of the WSF, Mr Friis-Hauge, introduced the progress report of the 
Wadden Sea Forum. In a special presentation, the sustainability indicator tool and 
the Wadden Sea Region (WSR) Planning Portal was introduced by the chairman of 
the working group ICZM Mr Verheij.  
 
The meeting noted the progress report. 
 
 
AGENDA ITEM 11: REPORT CWSS 
Document: WSB 4/11/1 Report CWSS 
 
The meeting noted the CWSS progress report on developments since the last 
meeting of the WSB without further discussion. 
 
 
AGENDA ITEM 12: ANY OTHER BUSINESS 
 
On the occasion of his retirement, Ms Nickel thanked Mr Farke for his determined 
work and great commitment for Wadden Sea conservation during his entire work-life. 
On behalf of the WSB, she wished him and his family the very best for his futures  
 
Ms Schokker-Strampel invited the WSB to hold the next meeting at the new building 
of the Province of Fryslân in Leeuwarden. 
 
 
AGENDA ITEM 13: CLOSING 
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The chairman thanked the participants for a very pleasant meeting and constructive 
discussions, and closed the meeting at app. 14:00 h. 
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ANNEX 1 
 
Participants WSB 3 
 

Mr Peter Ilsøe 
Chairman 
Deputy Director General 
Nature Agency 
Ministry of the Environment 
Skovridervej 3,  
DK - 6510 Gram 
Phone: +45 72 54 36 20 
Mobile: +45 23 20 72 42 
E-mail: pil@nst.dk 

 

Denmark  
Mr Bent Rasmussen 
Head of Delegation 
Chief Forester 
Nature Agency 
Skovridervej 3,  
DK - 6510 Gram 
Phone: +45 73 51 44 66 
Mobile: +45 22 59 38 05 
E-mail: brasm@nst.dk 

Mr Bent Poulsen 
Chairman of the Board of the 
Danish Wadden Sea National Park 
Skovridervej 3 
Arnum 
DK-6510 Gram 
Denmark 
Mobile: +45 29 45 50 40 
Private E-mail: bpvesterlundvej@gmail.com 

Ms Bolette Lehn Petersen 
Heritage Agency 
Ministry of Culture 
H.C. Andersens Boulevard 2 
DK - 1553 København K 
Phone: +45 33 74 52 44 
Mobile: +45 22 76 07 19 
Email: blehnp@kulturarv.dk 
 

Ms Anne KragSvendsen 
Danish Municipal Wadden Sea Secretariat 
Torvegade 74 
DK - 6700  Esbjerg 
Phone: +45 76 16 13 24 
Mobile: +45 29 65 84 18 
Email: anks@esbjergkommune.dk 
 

Netherlands  
Mr Jaap Verhulst 
Head of Delegation 
Director Department North 
Ministry of Economic Affairs, Agriculture and 
Innovation  
PO Box 30032  
NL - 9700 RM Groningen  
Phone: +31 (0) 50 - 599 2331 
Mobile: +31 (0) 6 - 525 259 10 
E-mail: j2.verhulst@minlnv.nl 
 

Ms Tineke Schokker-Strampel 
Head of Delegation 
Deputy Province of Fryslân 
Dutch Wadden Sea Provinces 
PO Box 20120 
NL - 8900 HM Leeuwarden 
Phone: +31 58 292 5850 
Mobile: +31 6 50 65 0733 
E-mail: secr.gs.schokker@fryslan.nl 

Germany  
Ms Elsa Nickel  
Head of Delegation 
Director Nature Conservation 
Federal Ministry for the Environment, Nature 
Protection and Nuclear Safety 
Postfach12 06 29  
D - 53048 Bonn 
Phone: +49 22899 305 2605  
Mobile : +49 162 139 5425 
E-mail:  elsa.nickel@bmu.bund.de 

Mr Bernd Scherer 
Deputy Director General 
Department for Water Management, Marine and 
Coastal Protection 
Ministry of Agriculture, Environment and Rural Areas 
of the State of Schleswig-Holstein 
Mercatorstrasse 3  
D - 24106 Kiel  
Phone: +49 431 988 7288   
Mobile: +49 175 585 7418 
E-mail: bernd.scherer@mlur.landsh.de 

Mr Hubertus Hebbelmann   
Ministry for Environment and Climate Protection 
Niedersachsen  
PO Box 4107   
D - 30041 Hannover  
Phone: +49 511 120 3382 
Mobile: +49 177 899 5055  
E-mail: 
hubertus.hebbelmann@mu.niedersachsen.de 
 

Mr Klaus Janke 
Ministry of Urban Development and Environment 
Free and Hanseatic City of Hamburg 
Stadthausbrücke 8  
D - 20355 Hamburg  
Phone: +49 40428403392 
E-mail: klaus.janke@bsu.hamburg.de 
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Advisors  
Mr Hans-Ulrich Rösner  
Wadden Sea Team 
WWF – Wadden Sea Office 
Hafenstraße 3 
D - 25813 Husum  
Phone:  +49 4841 66 85 51 
Mobile:  +49 151 122 90 848 
E-mail: wwf.husumr@mac.com 

Mr Herman Verheij  
Wadden Sea Team  
Wadden Society 
PO Box  90  
NL - 8860 AB Harlingen  
Phone: +31 51 749 3640 
Mobile: +31 6 13 54 9964 
E-mail: verheij@waddenvereniging.nl 

Mr Preben Friis-Hauge 
Chairman WSF 
Søndergade 18 
DK - 6862 Tistrup 
Mobile: +45 60 21 45 44 
E-mail: prfh@varde.dk 

 

Secretariat  
Jens Enemark, secretary 
Folkert de Jong 
Harald Marencic 
 
 
Supporting Staff 
 
  
Ms Christiane  Paulus  
Federal Ministry for the Environment, Nature 
Protection and Nuclear Safety  (BMU) 
Head of Division N I 2  
 Habitat Protection, Natura 2000 and Marine 
Nature Conservation 
Robert-Schuman-Platz 3   
D - 53175 Bonn  
phone: +49 (0) 228 99 305 2620  
fax:      +49 (0) 228 99 305 2694  
e-mail: christiane.paulus@bmu.bund.de 
 

Ms Britta Diederichs 
Ministerium für Landwirtschaft, Umwelt und ländliche 
Räume des Landes Schleswig-Holstein  
Abt. 4 Wasserwirtschaft, mariner Naturschutz 
Referat 43  Meeresschutz und Nationalpark    
Mercatorstrasse 3  
D -  24106 Kiel  
phone:  +49 (0) 431-988-7196 
fax:       +49 (0) 431-988-66 7196 
e-mail:  britta.diederichs@mlur.landsh.de 
 

Mr Hubert Farke  
Nationalparkverwaltung Niedersächsisches 
Wattenmeer 
Virchwostr. 1 
D - 26382 Wilhelmshaven  
Phone : +49 4421911281 
E-mail: hubert.farke@nlpv-
wattenmeer.niedersachsen.de 

Margritta Sobottka 
Nationalparkverwaltung Niedersächsisches 
Wattenmeer 
Virchwostr. 1 
D - 26382 Wilhelmshaven  
Phone : +49 4421911277 
E-mail: Margrita.Sobottka@nlpv-
wattenmeer.niedersachsen.de 

Mr Bernard Baerends  
Ministry of Economic Affairs, Agricultureand 
Innovation 
Department North 
Postbus 30032  
NL - 9700 RM Groningen  
Phone : +31 (0)64 85860 58    
E-mail: b.baerends@minlnv.nl 

Mr Thomas Holst Christensen 
Head of the National Park 
National Park Wadden Sea 
Skovridervej 3 
DK 6510 Gram 
Phone: +45 76 16 13 25 
Mobile: +45 21 77 77 22 
E-mail: thhch@danmarksnationalparker.dk 

Ms. Anne Husum Marboe 
Coordinatro Nature Agency 
Skovridervej 3 
DK 6510 Gram 
Phone: + 45 72 54 34 15 
Mobile: +45 21 55 19 
E-mail: anhma@nst.dk 

Mr Manfred Vollmer  
Wadden Sea Forum 
Virchowstr. 1 
D – 26382 Wilhelmshaven  
Phone: +49 4421 9108 18 
Fax: +49 4421 910830 
E-mail: vollmer@waddensea-forum.org 
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ANNEX 2  
 
 

 
AGENDA 

MEETING OF THE WADDEN SEA BOARD 
TRILATERAL WADDEN SEA COOPERATION 

WSB 4 
3 NOVEMBER 2011 

RIBE/DENMARK 
 

 
1. Opening of the Meeting 
 
2.  Adoption of the Agenda 
 
3.  Summary Record WSB 3 
 
4.  Announcements 
 
5.  Business Plan 2010 – 13 
5.1 Business Plan  
5.2 Annual Work Plan CWSS 2012 
5.3 CWSS Budget 
 
6.  Task Groups and Projects 
 
7.  Seals Management Plan 
 
8.  Wadden Sea World Heritage 
 
9.  Wadden Sea Conference 2013 
 
10. Wadden Sea Forum 
 
11. Report CWSS 
 
12. Any Other Business 
 
13. Closing 
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