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Proposal for a draft text on cultural heritage for the draft Ministerial Council Declaration by the Danish delegation:
Proposal

The meeting is proposed to include the proposal during the discussion of the draft Ministerial Council Declaration.
Cultural Heritage Proposal for a text for the draft Ministerial Council Declaration

Status/ Rationale

The competent cultural heritage authorities of the 4 sub-regions of the Wadden Sea Region the Danish Heritage Agency, the Lower Saxon State Authority for Cultural Heritage, the Schleswig-Holstein State Authority for Archaeology and the Dutch Cultural Heritage Agency are commonly of the opinion that consistent with the preamble of the Ministerial Council Declaration underlining the shared landscape and cultural heritage of the Wadden Sea region the issue should be addressed in the operative part of the Declaration:

· The cooperation on the cultural heritage has continued since the Sylt Conference 2010 with several activities such as annual workshops and the publication of a comparative analysis of the cultural heritage of the Wadden Sea region world-wide evidencing that the cultural heritage of the Wadden Sea area is world class.

· A very essential part of the heritage is located in the conservation area (former settlements, salt mining, shipwrecks etc.) and must obviously be managed as part of the natural heritage; mapping has been done in some parts and is underway in other parts but has not yet been done on a common basis; the mapping and ensuing management and monitoring could profit very much from the much longer experiences made by the natural managers.

· A common mapping of the cultural heritage of the Wadden Sea is currently intended; there is therefore a need for the cultural heritage managers to seek the cooperation with the natural managers and benefit from the experiences made trilaterally mapping the values and aim to manage the heritage of the Wadden Sea together with the natural managers.

Draft text Cultural Heritage

Taking account of the above the competent natural heritage authorities request the following text be included in the draft Ministerial Council Declaration:

· Acknowledge that the Wadden Sea region as a transgressive coastal landscape created by the interaction of nature and human impacts encompasses a globally unique cultural heritage as established in a comparative analysis with similar coastal landscapes world-wide. 

· Acknowledge further that the cultural heritage located in the Wadden Sea Conservation Area is of international importance and should be managed in an integral way with the natural heritage.

· Agree to support and cooperate, as appropriate, a planned project on mapping of the cultural heritage of the Wadden Sea by the competent regional heritage authorities aiming at the management of the cultural heritage as an integral part of the conservation and management of the area benefitting from the experiences and best practises gained by the natural managers seeking a harmonized approach.
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